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(Standards addressed:  Communication:  Interpretive, Interpersonal, Presentational modes; Cultures, Communities, Comparisons  and Connections.)

Learners Targeted:  Level IV / V (AP) with a high level of proficiency

Objectives:

Functional:  

· SS will read and interpret an information article on drug use and                                                                            its effects.

Performance:  

· SS will predict the answers to the questions within the article before reading it.

· SS will design an anti-drug poster.

· SS will answer questions based upon the article they read.

· SS will compare their pre-reading predictions with facts from the article.

· SS will conduct a mini-survey to compare and contrast their predictions with fellow classmates, using percentages.

Grammatical:  

· SS will use the present subjuctive through their discussions such as:  il faut que, il est important que, il est nécessaire que, etc.

Vocabulary:  

· SS will expand their lexicon to include terminology surrounding drug use and  abuse.

Culture:  

· SS will discover and identify persons who are buried at Le Père-Lachaise Cemetary and present their findings to the class.

Materials:  Okapi article ”La leçon de Jean-Pôl Tassin,” visual aids (as per the description of this lesson, poster paper, markers,etc.)  

Source: OKAPI, 1 avril, 2000. Permission granted by Bayard Press to use article for educational purposes only.
THEME-BASED / INTERMEDIATE LEVEL TASKS:
To the student: You will be reading an article in French which discusses the effects of drug usage.  Before reading the article you will work in groups of three to identify your level awareness of drug usage and its effects.  Your post-reading activities will involve comparisons of that prior knowledge with that presented in the article.  Then you will reform your group of three to create an informational poster to discourage drug use.  These posters will be on display during D.A.R.E. week at the middle school.  In French, you will present your groups’ poster to the beginning level language classes at the middle school.

***NOTE- The  D.A.R.E. Program is a school-community partnership (run by our local police department) to discourage drug use among adolescents.

INTERPRETIVE MODE

Day  1

Pre-reading tasks:

A. Show pictures of famous people.  Ask students in English what these famous people have in common.  Your goal is for them to discover that all of these people died from drug abuse.  (Feel free to choose other people from the ones we have chosen and of course, you will want to present the photos in a much larger fashion than we have here).  The photos were taken from the Internet, but you can also use magazines.
B. Next, on the board, write the word les drogues and ask students to                            brainstorm about related vocabulary and issues surrounding drugs.  This will give the students the opportunity to express their background knowledge as well as receive the opportunity for vocabulary expansion.  (You can also use a graphic organizer or an overhead if you like to do the same thing.)

C. Negotiate the meaning of some key words that the SS might not know, but are critical for comprehending the text.

1. le cerveau- visual

2. soigner- visual 

                                  “le  médecin soigne l’homme / la femme soigne le chat”

3. le pavot – visual

4. la douleur – “La douleur? C’est quand on a mal à  la tête.”

5. appuyant- draw a picture of a doorbell on the board and imitate the action of pressing

6. déclencher – “C’est un synonyme de commencer.”

7. un mélange- (show a packet of Kool-Aid and mix , demonstrating how to make Kool-Aid, then you can share it with the class if you like.)

8. médicament- visual, using empty pill bottles or boxes

INTERPERSONAL MODE:

PRE- READING

     Pass out paper with six questions (taken from the article) dealing with the effects of drug usage.  In groups of three, students will give written predictions or answers to these questions without whole-class discussion.  The teacher will then collect these initial predictions for use at a later time.  Students will be encouraged to express their predictions using the present subjunctive.

INTERPERSONAL MODE

PRE-READING INTERPERSONAL TASK

Questions sur les drogues                                                   Votre prediction

1. Quelle est la drogue la plus

dangereuse?

2. Quelle est la drogue qui rend le

plus dépendant?

3. Que se passe-t-il si on mélange 

plusieurs drogues?

4. Si on se drogue une fois, on ne peut

plus s’arrêter?

5. Ça veut dire quoi, une overdose?

6. Est-ce qu’il existe des médicaments pour

soigner les drogues?

INTERPRETIVE MODE:

Day 2   Reading

Reading:  Students will read the article and attempt to answer the post-reading questions individually.  Give the students one entire class period.  At the end of the class, collect the materials and if you like you can grade the assignment.  (Also, you may just want to give the reading as a homework assignment, however, we have chosen not to because we did not want our students using dictionaries or working together right away.)

Source: OKAPI, 1 avril, 2000. Permission granted by Bayard Press to use article for educational purposes only.
Les Drogues PAU

French Interpretive Task             “ La leçon de Jean-Pôl Tassin”


I. Main idea:  In English, what is the point of this article?

II. Supporting details:  For each of the following details listed below,

· circle the letter of each detail that is mentioned in the article;

· write the letter of the detail next to where it appears in the article;

· write the information that is given in the article in the space provided next to the detail.

A. Drug that causes the highest number of deaths.

B. Reasons why someone would not become dependant on morpheme.

C. Statistics comparing drug trafficking of today versus the past.

D. How drug fabrication has changed.

E. Media influence on drug abuse.

F. Changing environment and friends can influence drug use.

G. Effects of drug usage on the brain.

H. Effects of drug usage on family life.

III. Meaning from context:

Based on this passage, write what the following words in italics probably mean in English.

1. des drogues qui atteignent le plus vite le cerveau ______________________

2. en augmentant la production d’une substance chimique ___________________

3. une des méthodes consiste à s’éloigner __________________________

IV. Inferences

Answer the following questions by providing as many reasons as you can.  Your responses may be in English or French.

1. Can you predict drug dependency?  Why or why not?

2. Why is there a danger in using drugs as a cure for an addicted person?

INTERPRETIVE MODE: 

Day 3   Post-reading

A. Redistribute student papers from the previous day.  Using an overhead projector, answer the questions as a group.  Move quickly and focus on the Inference questions to illicit discussion.

INTERPERSONAL MODE

B. Students will compare pre-reading predictions with actual post-reading knowledge.  After group discussions, the students will compare the percentage of the class who had the correct information to questions in the pre-reading activity.  Percentages will review the numbers in the target language and give the students the opportunity to connect with math equations.

*For more advanced learners:

     Students will read additional information on Le Père-Lachaise.  They will have the opportunity to share their findings with their peers upon completion.

PRESENTATIONAL MODE:

Day 3 / 4

The students will collaborate as a group of three to develop an anti-drug consciousness-raising poster.  This poster will be presented by the students, en français to the level I middle school French classes during D.A.R.E. week,

                                                 LE POSTER

Create an anti-drug poster following these guidelines: 

Accurate use of French grammar                                                    / 10

Anti-drug message, using information gathered from 

the article we read in class.                                                            / 10

Visual Appeal                                                                                  / 10

Names of group members on the back of the poster                       / 5

                                                                                                       / 35

