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ANIMATING THE NATIONAL STANDARDS THROUGH MUSIC

Bonnie Adair-Hauck, Ph.D.

Music is a creative and exciting way to actualize the National

Standards for Foreign Language Learning. First and foremost, most

of our students enjoy music, so we are tapping into a medium with

which they can identify. Music, whether classical, folk, modern

rock, etc., will often bring to life some critical values and

perspectives of the target culture. Therefore, through music, the

teacher and learners can explore different cultural orientations.

The following Standards-based activities use the French song

"Rouge" by Jean-Jacques Goldman (1995) as a springboard to explore

some interesting perspectives on French culture. Besides exploring

Cultures, the activities integrate Interpersonal Communication with an emphasis on "predicting" what will happen in the future. The Connections standard is woven into the lesson by focusing on

geography (how France is so geographically close to the conflict in Bosnia-Herzegovina, Croatia, Slovania and Yugoslavia). Comparisons are explored by comparing/contrasting the content of this modern French song to the content of many American pop songs. And finally, Communities could be explored by using the enclosed survey to "predict" what another class, or another francophone group of students will be doing on the weekend.Note that all of the activities emphasize meaning-making and sense-making for

communicative purposes. In this way the students are not just learning the "forms" of the language, on the contrary, the

learners are using the language to accomplish meaningful activities.

Animating the National Standards though Music

Bonnie Adair-Hauck, Ph.D.

High School III/IV

or College students Level II

I. Objectives:

Functional: Sharing autobiographical information; Asking

questions; Describing people; Predicting what

people will do in the future; Hypothesizing about

a song's title and meaning; Comparing/contrasting

main ideas regarding a French pop song and

American popular music.Predicting what classmates

or what another group of students will be doing

this weekend.

Performance: SS will share autobiographical information about

themselves and then they will find out information

about the "new" instructor by asking her

questions; (interpersonal communication); SS will

briefly describe pictures of children using

character maps as graphic organizers; SS will

practice top-down strategies (listening for global

understanding, guessing meaning from context,

etc.) by listening to an authentic French song

(interpretive communication); SS will listen to

the song a second time and complete a cloze

exercise (note many of the verbs for this song are

in the future tense); Using a comprehension grid

designed by the instructor, SS will read the words

to the song and then identify the major themes

of the song, as well as supporting details

(interpretive communication); SS will share their

predictions concerning what their

classmates will do this weekend; for homework,

using their character maps started in class, SS

will write a composition describing the child in

their character maps; they will also include

their hopes and dreams for this young person - we

will then be sharing these character maps with

partners from our sister-city school

(presentational communication).

Grammatical: Recycling of adjectives to describe people, as

well as recycling of interrogatives or how to ask

questions in French; practice in using the future

tense for interpretive; interpersonal

communication and presentational communication;

(Note the students have already been introduced to

the traditional future tense, therefore, this

lesson reinforces this grammatical structure and

underscores the functional use or this

grammatical structure.

Cultural:   SS will listen to French music. This song in

particular highlights a rather unusual synthesis

of French and Soviet music which underscores a

strong interest in France for what is happening in

Eastern Europe; the theme of the song also deals

with hopes and dreams for the future with an

emphasis on non-materialistic goals; SS will make

comparisons between the themes of this song and

common themes of other "pop" songs (Comparison

Standard). Finally, using the Kluckhohn Model, we

will discuss how the song unveils some important

cultural practices and perspectives. Note that the

the song Rouge is a cultural product (Culture and

Comparison Standard).

II. Warm-up: "Faire Connaissance". SS will introduce

themselves and find out information about the

instructor by asking her questions about herself

(Interpersonal Communication).

III.Presentation/Input:Pre-listening Activities:

1. La Géographie- we will give the song a context by reviewing

the countries in Eastern Europe (eg.La Pologne, La République

Tchèque, La Bosnie, La Roumanie, l=Ukraine, etc.,) using a map of

Europe - we will note the proximity of Eastern European countries

and France (Connections).

2. Un Portrait: Using visual pictures of children and character

maps, instructor will guide SS concerning ways to describe

people; SS will then work in pairs to outline their character

maps; they will also make predictions about what their characters

will do in the future; SS will then share their character maps

with the class.

3. Stratégies auditives pour comprendre une chanson: Instructor

will share (in English) some strategies for top-down processing

for music, such as how title sheds light on meaning of the song;

listening for repetion of certain words, paying attention to the

refrain, guessing meaning from context (similar lexical items);

how cadence and rhythm lends meaning to the song, and the

importance of not having to know the meaning of every word, in

other words, building a tolerance for ambiguity, etc.(the first

time, some students may only catch a few words) (should take @ 2

min.);

4. Activité de Prédiction: Together, SS will try to predict the

meaning of the song from the title "ROUGE". Later on, we will

compare our predictions with the composer=s intentions.

5. Négotiation du sens du vocabulaire The instructor will then

negotiate the meaning of some critical vocabulary (interpersonal

communication): sample vocabulary:

nos fronts - signal body of the part for forehead;

la paix – c’est le contraire du mot la guerre;

éclate - c’est un synonyme du mot exploser, par example, une

bombe éclate.;

crever - c’est un synonmye du verbe mourir;

ramper - un bébé rampe avant de marcher act out the verb by

crawling;

les moins que rien - les personnes qui sont pauvres

6. Now it’s time to listen to the song. First time the song is

played, SS will try to figure out the main subject/theme of the

song (emphasis on global comprehension); SS will write down their

predictions for the main themes ideas of the song; then share as

a whole group;

IV. Guided practice: We=ll listen to the song a second time as

a cloze activity; Then using guided questions designed by the

instructor, and working in groups, SS will identify details with

special emphasis on main objects, emotions and activities

identified in song (see attachment);(Note that SS WILL NOT BE

TRANSLATING THE SONG WORD FOR WORD; As a group, we will complete

the grid for identifying main details of song. Note that this

activity stresses meaning-making and sense-making rather than

translation.

V. Closure: We will compare the SS predictions with the actual

themes of the song; We will discuss some of the cultural

implications of the song; how du pain; des jardins; du vin;

dimanche sans travail; protection des enfants; play an important

role in French culture. Also, explain that Jean-Jacques Goldman’s

father came from Poland - hence, the artist has a real interest

in that part of the world. Finally, explain that Jean-Jacques

Goldman is a chanteur solidaire and many of his songs reflect on

the importance of peace, altruism , and solidarity of humanity.

Independent Practice: Using their character maps as a starting

point or guide, students will arite a composition for homework.

Also, in keeping with the theme of the culturally authentic text,

that is the song Rouge, I would ask the SS to react to the text

by writing their hopes or dreams for the children described in

the character maps (presentational communication). We will be

sharing these character maps with our sister-city school partners

(Community Standard). Also, to prepare for tomorrow=s activity,SS

are to reflect on the major themes of this song compared to

themes of other pop music.

Day II. Extension activities for Song ARouge@: We=ll listen to

the song again as a warm-up; As a group, we=ll make a

comparison/contrasts between the themes of the song Rouge (themes

that are profound and important to humanity; compared to typical

themes of pop songs (we may want to note those pop songs or rap

songs that are more profound in meaning; Working in pairs, SS

will peer-edit their character map compositions; then we=ll play

a game of prediction-SS will predict what their classmates will

do this weekend (their activities); we will survey the SS to find

out what they are really planning to do; then we=ll figure out

the percentages for the survey (Connections - Mathematics);

finally for homework, SS are to revise , do final edit for

Character Map compositions - hand in tomorrow for a grade.
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SCHOOL PARTNERSHIPS A'BROAD:

Links your school with a partner school in Costa Rica,
Mexico, France, Germany, Japan or Spain for a 3-4 week
that will enable your students to live with local families,
attend regular classes and join in extracurricular activities.

Contact: CIEE, Council on International Educational
Exchange, 205 East 42nd St. New York, NY 10017-5706

phone# 212-822-2600 fax# 212-822-2699
e-mail: Info@ciee.org.

INTERCULTURAL E-MAIL CLASSROOM
CONNECTIONS:

A clearinghouse for k-12 teachers seeking partnership
classrooms for international and cross-cultural electronic
mail exchanges.

Provides keypals, partner classrooms and cooperative
projects to help schools make global connections in over 54
countries.

http://www.stolaf.edu/network.iecc/




La réalité

ROUGE

Y AURA DES JARDINS, D'L'AMOUR ET DU ________

DES CHANSONS, DU VIN, ON NE __________ DE RIEN

Y AURA DU __________ SUR NOS FRONTS

ET DU BONHEUR PLEIN NOS ___________

C'EST UNE NOUVELLE ÈRE, RéVOLUTIONNAIRE

ON ______ DU TEMPS POUR RIRE ET S'AIMER

PLUS AUCUN ENFANT N'IRA ______________

__________DES ÉCOLES POUR TOUT L'MONDE

QUE DES PREMIÈRES CLASSES, PLUS DE SECONDES

C'EST LA FIN DE L'HISTOIRE, LE ROUGE APRÈS ________

ON _______ NOS DIMANCHES

ON _______ VOIR LA MER

ET NOS FRÈRES DE __________

ET LA PAIX SUR LA _________

MAIS SI LA GUERRE ÉCLATE

SUR NOS IDÉES TROP BELLES

AUTANT CREVER POUR ELLE

QUE RAMPER SANS COMBATTRE

Y AURA DES JARDINS, ________ ET DU PAIN

ON S'DONNERA _________ TOUS LES MOINS QUE RIEN

_________ DU SOLEIL SUR NOS FRONTS

ET DU BONHEUR PLEIN NOS MAISONS

C'EST UNE ___________ ÈRE, ________________

UN MONDE NOUVEAU, TU COMPRENDS

RIEN NE ________ PLUS JAMAIS COMME AVANT

C'EST LA FIN DE __________, LE ROUGE APRÈS LE NOIR.

ROUGE

Y AURA DES JARDINS, D'L'AMOUR ET DU PAIN

DES CHANSONS, DU VIN, ON NE MANQUERA DE RIEN

Y AURA DU SOLEIL SUR NOS FRONTS

ET DU BONHEUR PLEIN NOS MAISONS

C'EST UNE NOUVELLE ÈRE, RÉVOLUTIONNAIRE

ON AURA DU TEMPS POUR RIRE ET S'AIMER

PLUS AUCUN ENFANT N'IRA TRAVAILLER

Y AURA DES ÉCOLES POUR TOUT L'MONDE

QUE DES PREMIÈRES CLASSES, PLUS D'SECONDES

C'EST LA FIN DE L'HISTOIRE, LE ROUGE APRÈS LE NOIR

ON AURA NOS DIMANCHES

ON IRA VOIR LA MER

ET NOS FRÈRES DE SILENCE

ET LA PAIX SUR LA TERRE

MAIS SI LA GUERRE ÉCLATE

SUR NOS IDÉES TROP BELLES

AUTANT CREVER POUR ELLE

QUE RAMPER SANS COMBATTRE

Y AURA DES JARDINS, L'AMOUR ET DU PAIN

ON S'DONNERA LA MAIN TOUS LES MOINS QUE RIEN

Y'AURA DU SOLEIL SUR NOS FRONTS

ET DU BONHEUR PLEIN NOS MAISONS

C'EST UNE NOUVELLE ÈRE, RÉVOLUTIONNAIRE

UN MONDE NOUVEAU, TU COMPRENDS

RIEN NE SERA PLUS JAMAIS COMME AVANT

C'EST LA FIN DE L'HISTOIRE, LE ROUGE APRÈS LE NOIR.

Rouge, Jean-Jacques Goldman (1995)

I. Think-pair-share. Pour mieux comprendre cette chanson,

relisez-la et notez les objets, les émotions et les activités qui

sont importants ou soulignés dans la chanson. Puis, partagez vos

réponses avec celles de votre partenaire.

Les Objets

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

Les Emotions

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

Les Activités

1.

2.

3.

4.

II. La chanson fait une comparison ou un contraste contraste

entre deux types d’activités. Pourriez-vous les identifier?

1.

2.
FAISONS LA COMPARAISON
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Chanson “ROUGE”    D’autres chansons “POP”
1. 1.

2. 2.

3. 3.

4. 4.

5. 5.
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