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Standards-Based Learning Unit:  Mad Cow Disease

(Standards addressed:  Communication:  Interpretive, Interpersonal, Presentational modes;  Cultural and Community.)

Learners Targeted:  Level III/IV High School or Learners with Novice-High through Intermediate-Mid Oral Proficiency.

Materials:   Okapi articles “Des vaches de plus en plus folles” and “Le boeuf à la cantine, tu dévores ou tu boycottes?”  

Using authentic articles from a young adult French magazine, Okapi, this Standards-Based Learning Project will help develop student competence in the a)Interpretive Communicative mode by allowing students to engage in some pre-reading and vocabulary activities;  b) Interpersonal Communicative mode by having students engage in conversational exchanges with a French penpal/keypal and with classmates regarding our topic; and c) Presentational Communicative mode by having students share the results of their inquiries.  The Cultural Standard is addressed through the insights gained from Francophone friends.  The Community Standard  is addressed through the establishment of personal contact with our Francophone neighbors.  The various activities surrounding these articles should make this an engaging, meaningful and fun learning experience. 

Performance Objectives:

*Students will read and interpret an information article on Mad Cow Disease and an article about French students’ opinions about eating beef.

*Students will identify the main idea and supporting details using the titles, subtitles and pictures.

*Students will try to guess the meaning of unfamiliar words using contextual clues.

*Students will make inferences based on knowledge gained from the article and personal background knowledge.

*Students will compose a list of possible questions to ask penpals/keypals.

*Students will write a letter to a penpal/keypal partner in France seeking information regarding the keypal’s thoughts/opinions/information regarding Mad Cow Disease and eating beef.

*Students will share the information received from the penpal/keypal.  Students will also express their own thoughts regarding Mad Cow Disease.

Cultural Objective:  Students will gain insight into the growing problem of Mad Cow Disease in France and how it is affecting daily life.

Grammar Objective:  Students are expanding vocabulary to include a modern-day scientific problem.

Time frame:  3-4 days

Pre-reading activities:

A.  On the board write the phrase “la vache folle”.  Ask students to guess the meaning.  Once the topic has been discovered, have students share what they know about the disease, using French or English.

B.  Negotiate the meaning of these key words that are crucial for understanding the text:


1.  la vache           (visual)


2.  la vache folle  (visual)   


3.  repère              C’est quand on voit quelque chose facilement.   

4. l’inquiétude     C’est le contraire de calme.


5. coupable          C’est le contraire d’innocent. 


6. la farine           C’est un synonyme de poudre. 


7. les enquêteurs   Ce sont des gens qui posent des questions.


8. atterrisse             (visual)


9. le consommateur  C’est quelqu’un qui achète quelque chose.


10. la cervelle        (visual)


11. la moelle          (visual)

C. Distribute the first authentic document « Des vaches de plus en plus folles ».

Ask students to look at the title for the main idea.  Ask students if they can name two important subtopics by just looking at the subtitles.  

D.  Reading.  Remind students before beginning they don’t need to know every word of the text.  Students should try to guess the meaning of unknown words.

E.  Post-reading.  Answer the questions as a group, using the overhead projector.  This will encourage the less proficient readers to adopt the strategies of the more proficient readers.   

Mad Cow Disease Performance Assessment Unit

Intermediate level

I.  Main Idea:  Answer in one sentence:  What is the point (main idea) of this article?

II.  Supporting Details:  For each of the following details listed below,

*circle the letter of each detail that is mentioned in the article;

*write the letter of the detail next to where it appears in the article;

*write the information that is given in the article in the space provided next to the detail.

A.  A statistic (number) regarding the number of cases of Mad Cow Disease in 2000.

B.  The scientific name for “la vache folle”.

C.  Why the partial ban on « les farines animales »  isn’t always respected.

D.  What a veterinarian must do if an infected cow is discovered.

E.  Why dogs and cats should be vaccinated against the disease.

F.  Why the disease is difficult to stop in the European Union.

G.  Name of the minister of Agriculture.

H.  Why the current test for the disease is inadequate.

N.B.  The framework for the interpretive task is based on ACTFL Performance 

          Assessment Project,  2000.
III.  Meaning From Context :

Based on this passage, write what the following words in bold print probably mean in English.

1.  …des farines fabriquées à partir de déchets d’animaux. (2nd paragraph) ____________________________________________________________

2.  Ils font abattre tout le troupeau.  (3rd paragraph) _____________________________

3.  Mais la liste s’allonge au fil des ans. (5th paragraph)__________________________

IV.  Inferences :

Answer the following questions by providing as many reasons as you can.  Your responses may be in English or French.

1.  Why have the number of cases of Mad Cow Disease risen so drastically in the last 

ten years?  Use details from the article to support your answers.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2.  What should the farmers do to stop the spread of this disease?  Use details from the article to support your answers. ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

3.  What should the government do to ensure the safety of the consumers ?  Use details from the article to support your answers.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 Interpersonal Mode Task

V.  Students read the article « Le bœuf à la cantine, tu dévores ou tu boycottes? » . Students should then create a list of possible questions to ask the penpal/keypal.  Students should think of four questions each.  Then students should share these with a partner. 

Some examples of possible questions:

1) Avez-vous peur de manger du bœuf ?

2) Continuez-vous  à manger du bœuf chez vous ?

3) Au collège, sert-on du bœuf à la cantine ?

4) A votre avis, que le gouvernement doit-il faire ?

5) Que pensez-vous des farines animales ?

Presentational Communication Task

VI. Students then write a letter to their penpal/keypal using some of these questions.

Once a response is received, the students share it with the class and offer their own opinion about this topic.
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