Standards-Based Language Learning Unit:  Tour de France 2001

Submitted July 2001

Kathleen Forth – French Immersion Workshop 2001

Learners targeted:  Middle School French Level I (second half = beginning of 8th grade)

Authentic Document:  Official Web Site of the Tour de France 2001 in French

Standards addressed:  Communication and Culture

Sports are a creative and exciting way to actualize the National Standards of Foreign Language Learning. Since most students enjoy sports and most have learned to ride a bicycle, we can use the sport of cycling as one with which students can identify. The greatest national sporting event in France is the Tour de France, held each year during the month of July.  Lasting three weeks, it covers approximately 3500 kilometers of France and sometimes enters part of a neighboring country. Contestants come from around the world, and thousands of spectators line the route to cheer the racers. Daily reports are in the newspapers, on TV, radio and Internet.  For students of French, using the Internet to follow the Tour is a high-interest way to acquire skills in the language and knowledge of the culture.

In addition to using pages from the Official Web Site of The Tour de France 2001 to gain insight into French culture, the activities in this project propose to integrate Connections to social studies lessons on the geography of France and Belgium. The Communications portion of the project will develop reading /analytical (Interpretive), interviewing/relaying information (Interpersonal) and writing/ poster making (Presentational) skills in French. 

OBJECTIVES:  

Performance: 

SS will share autobiographical information about themselves orally.

SS will be able to identify the main idea of each web page printout

SS will practice top-down strategies, reading for global understanding, guessing meaning from cognates and context.

SS will be able to extract information from a French web page and use it in a simple interview or discussion.

SS will examine printouts and comprehend the Who, What, Where, When questions of the event.

SS will be able to stage a mock race using their snails* as the racers.

SS will be able to report on this mock race-in-progress to each other and to an imaginary TV audience in present tense.

SS will each prepare a poster of his favorite racer in the format of a large baseball card, including a short written description.

Culture:

SS will become aware of the variety of terrain that exists in France.

SS will understand the significance of the various jerseys worn daily or periodically by some of the racers and be able to ask/answer simple questions about those racers.

SS will learn that the French honor tenacity and sportsmanship with a special “classement.”

Grammar:

Emphasis is on a beginning-of-the-year review of colors, numbers, adjectives of nationality, interrogatives (qui, quel, où. qu’est-ce que) as well as on acquisition of new vocabulary (race terms, numbers beyond 100, etc.)

MATERIALS:  Printouts from Tour de France 2001’s web site (some copies included), large map of France on a table, snails* (Alas, only their shells!), art paper for posters, markers, modeling clay and toothpicks, etc.

*If you visit “Adopt An Escargot” (as search term)  on the Web, you will learn how to become adoptive parents to a host of snails and how to have a year’s worth of fun with them.

Interpretive Mode

Days 1 and 2

1. Ask students to name the biggest sporting events in the US or world, and have a student write these on the board.

2. Ask students if they can name the biggest sporting event in France. If they name the Tour de France, ask what they know about this event (when it takes place, where, who competes, etc.)

3. Ask SS what “Tour de France” means. Can they think of any acquired  French vocabulary which might be used to report the event? (sport, bicyclette, gagner, juillet, vite, été ) Write these on board.

4. Provide a handout of the following selected vocabulary words and negotiate the meanings. Handout #1

a. une équipe  (Divide students into Pirates and Mariners and call one Equipe Numéro 1 and the other Equipe Numéro 2.)

b. une étape   (Have students jog around the room. At end of first lap call out “Etape  numéro 1!  Reposez-vous un peu. Encore!”)

c. un coureur, -euse  – give each runner a number. Coureur numéro 1, etc.

d. un contre-la-montre    (Use a stop watch to time a student’s response to thinking of how to spell a given French word ( septembre, for example) and writing it quickly on the board.. New month with a new student, etc.) Ask, “Who has a watch?”   Contre? C’est le contraire de ..”

e. Le maillot jaune  - visual

f. Grimper  -  mime, also draw a simple bike on board, first level then climbing

g. Un prix  -  Give a simple prize to winner of the Contre-la-montre race.

h. Plat, plate  - Use a globe. "Est-ce que la terre est plate ou ronde?

i. A pois  -  visual

5.  Pass out copies of Handout #2 (printout of map with the route of the TDF and a list of the “étapes.”  Have student notice the map, the title of the page, the dates of the race, the length of the race, where does it begin, where does it end, in French to determine understanding.   Ask what is the date of lap number 3, for example. After several repetitions of this question, have students ask each other the same question. (interpersonal)

        Handout #1 also contains a list of eight cities on the Tour. Using large

map of France, ask students to point out these cities, with “Voilà Verdun.” Mark these spots with toothpicks set in clay.

6. Do the students have a physiographic map of France in their social studies book? Use it to help answer questions about a lap that might be called “de plaine,” or “de moyenne montagne,” or “de haute montagne,” (See bottom of Handout #2a)

7. Pass out Handout #3 (Etape 10).  Have students imagine being able to “grimper” the Col du Frene (8.6% grade) or Col de la Madeleine. Can they find these peaks on the big table map?

8. Handouts #4 (Tour de France) and #5 (Map of Europe). Students will highlight the eight countries sending 21 teams. Find these countries on French map.

9. Handout #6 (Les coureurs / la liste officielle). Teacher may ask questions such as “Combien de coureurs, d’équipes.”  “Cherchez Lance Armstrong. Quelle est la date de son anniversaire? Quel âge a-t-il?”(A student may go to blackboard to do the math.), etc. Later, in the Interpersonal stage, the students can use this handout to ask same questions.

10. Handout #7 (Les enjeux). This page will be used as reference when students make their posters in the Presentational stage. It lists the colors of the jerseys won and special standings:  maillot vert, à pois rouges, blanc du meilleur jeune, etc.  Les prix – SS will derive meaning from context and verbal clues from teacher, if necessary.

Interpersonal Mode

Days 3 and 4 and 5

1. Paired groups – Using list of nationalities and the numbers of the ten circled racers, SS will take turns asking each other questions about them.  “Cherche numéro 1. Qui est-ce?  or “Comment s’appelle-t-il?” Est-il américain ou français?” As these are novice learners, it might be helpful to have a sample page of questions as well as answers for the first round. Next day remove the answers; third day remove the sample page. Selecting the marked numbers will offer a variety of nationalities while saving time. The starred racers are  to be used for the following question, “Quel âge a-t-il?” Again a limited set. 

2. Mock Race With Snails – The race can be set up by half of the students on the large (table) map of France. Second group asks the following questions:  “C’est quelle étape?”, “Qui gagne?”, Qui porte le maillot jaune?”  “Est-il français?”  First group answers: “C’est la troisième étape.”, “C’est André (prénom d’un escargot) qui gagne!”, “C’est Adèle qui porte le maillot jaune.”  Again, sample questions and answers can be on paper for the first set of interviews.

3. Conversation – Using a list of sentence endings such as “ …faire du vélo, grimper les montagnes, rouler vite, gagner le prix, porter le maillot jaune, tomber, prendre la première place, prendre la dernière place, faire du sport, ”  SS ask each other “Qu’est-ce que tu aimes?  Qu’est-ce que tu n’aimes pas?, etc.”  Answers  (also on the list) will begin with “J’aime.., Je n’aime pas…, Je déteste…, J’adore…, Je voudrais…” Bonus for SS who can put two sentences together or add additional information, such as “J’aime rouler vite, mais je n’aime pas tomber.” or “Je déteste grimper les montagnes en hiver.” Later, if students are successful, the prompts can be taken away.

Presentational Mode

Day 6

1. Another Mock Race With Snails – This time the results from the race in progress are transferred in writing to a pair of TV reporters, who then deliver a present tense round-up of the latest developments, adding a few details, if possible (Bonjour. C’est aujourd’hui le 12 juillet. Il est 11 heures et demi.  Il fait beau à Strasbourg.  C’est la cinquième étape du Tour de France. C’est Brigitte qui porte le maillot jaune. Jeannot porte le maillot vert. Nadine est en première place.)

2. SS will make a poster for display showing the following information:  photo of racer (snail in costume), nom, prénom, âge, équipe, nationalité, parrain/partenaire (See Handout # 8 for possible sponsors), prix/classements (See Handout #7)

3. Extended activity – Find actual results of TDF 2001 on the Web.

Anticipated Problems  -  May be too ambitious for the group after a long summer, and may require more review in advance. May have difficulty keeping students in French language during races.

Ancien vocabulaire: 


Nouveau vocabulaire

Qui ?





une équipe

Quel (âge as-tu?)



Une étape

Où (est Verdun?)



un coureur, une coureuse

Qu’est-ce que (tu aimes?)

un contre la montre

Porter
 (un short et un tee-shirt)

le maillot jaune

Gagner




grimper

Aimer





un prix

Jeune





plat, plate

Finir





à pois

Avoir

Les jours de la semaine

Le mois de l’année

Des couleurs (8)

Compter (1 à 100)

Cognates




Villes

Un kilomètre



Anvers

Une montagne



Calais

Arriver




Dunkerque  (Grand Départ)

Départ




Grenoble

Arrivée




Orléans

Participer




Paris  (Arrivée)  Champs Elysées

Un membre




Strasbourg







Verdun

Nationalité

allemand

américain

belge

danois

espagnol

italien –ne

néerlandais

norvégien –ne

russe

